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The Council’s mission is the promotion of Catholic Education in Chester County by recommending 

policies, procedures, and plans to foster a close collaboration between parishes and schools. 

Back to School for our Chester County Schools 

October 2023 edition 

Sister Danielle Therese Teti, IHM began her second year as principal of St. Agnes School this September.  Sister 

is originally from South Jersey.  After graduating from Immaculata University  with a Bachelor’s degree in Music 

Education, Elementary Education, and a Minor in Liturgy, Sister entered the novitiate for the Sisters, Servants of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

For 20 years, Sister has taught at both elementary and high schools in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia including 

St. Joan of Arc School, Villa Maria Academy, and Bishop Shanahan High School. In this time Sister has earned a 

MA in Spiritual Theology, MS in Pastoral Counseling, and MS in School Leadership. 

Sister compared her first year at Saint Agnes to “ transposing a piece of music”.  Sister 

saw herself as the new instrument added to an original piece that was already beautiful 

but where she could add her vision. She did need to face the challenge of replacing 

teachers who resigned their positions to teach in public school. However, by the end of 

her first year, Sister was able to create a “beautiful piece of music with all parts present, 

new visions, and dreams for the future”. 

Under Sister Danielle’s leadership, Saint Agnes will continue the academic excellence 

established throughout the 151 year history through beginning new programs and en-

hancing  the educational atmosphere especially with the Multimedia Center and Maker 

Space. At Saint Agnes, there is an atmosphere where all people are welcomed and students and families know 

they are “loved, cared for, and most of all, heard”.  Welcome to Chester County, Sister Danielle!!!  

First Year Leadership 
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The Council is fortunate to have the financial and detail-oriented talents of member, Gloria Cascarino. 

Gloria has been a member of the Council for 6 years, and she will be finishing her last term in June 2023.  She is the Secretary for 
the Council – recording the meeting notes and creating the Minutes.  She is also the leader of the Council’s Finance Committee.  
She is a former Co-Chair of the Camilla Hall External Advisory Board, and a former member of the Board of Limited Jurisdic-
tion for Holy Family Regional School.  

Gloria is a graduate of Gwynedd Mercy Academy and Temple University.  She has an extensive background in hospital admin-
istration and operations as well as healthcare design.  She is an independent consultant – working with various design firms 
and hospitals.  She has written several articles, and she participates on presentation teams at national design conferences. 

Gloria is married, and she’s lived in the same house for over fifty years. Her busy household includes two dogs, three cats, and 
two champion show horses.  In her spare time, she’s also a member of a parish choir. 
 
After she raised her own family, Gloria raised some of her grandchildren.  This experience strengthened her appreciation for Catholic Education, and how 
it can be such a valuable resource for today’s parents.  She credits the Catholic schools for helping her to promote her grandchildren’s Catholic identity, 
and to provide an excellent learning experience in these challenging times. 

The Council works to support the quality, vibrancy and sustainability of our Catholic schools 

throughout Chester County.   

Council Member Spotlight 

 
  Ten Catholic elementary schools in Chester County have been recog-

nized for attaining high marks in their mission. The Archdiocese of Phil-

adelphia Office of Catholic Education recognized these schools on Sept. 

7 as Archdiocesan Schools of Distinguished Instruction. Pastors and 

school administrators gathered to receive the awards at a ceremony 

hosted by St. Pius X Parish in Broomall.  

   Father Philip G. Bochanski, Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia 

for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; Father Stephen DeLacy, Vicar for 

the Office for Faith Formation for Youth and Young Adults; and Dr. 

Andrew McLaughlin, Secretary for Elementary Education for the Arch-

diocese of Philadelphia, were on hand to present the awards. 

Schools were recognized for exhibiting GROWTH (determined by comparing the Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) score from this 

year’s testing to the previous year), EXCEEDING POTENTIAL (determined by analyzing the data from the ability testing (InView) and 

the achievement testing (Terra Nova) in which schools were found to have 85% of the classes meeting or exceeding their potential in 

all content areas at every level tested with a growth rate between 76 and 90%) or BOTH.  

 
    Recognized For BOTH: Growth and Exceeding Potential 
   Saints Peter and Paul School                      Saints Philip and James School        

   Saints Simon and Jude School        Pope John Paul II Regional Catholic Elementary  

 

  Recognized for Growth: 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary School    Saint Agnes School   

 Holy Family Regional Catholic School       Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

    Saint Patrick School  

 
 

  Recognized for Exceeding Potential: 

  Saint Norbert Catholic School  

Archdiocesan Schools of Distinguished Instruction 

https://school.sspeterandpaulrc.org/
https://school.simonandjude.org/
https://popejohnpaul2sch.org/
https://school.simonandjude.org/
https://assumptionbvmwestgrove.org/abvm-school
https://myholyfamilyschool.org/
https://www.saintpatrickmalvern.org/
https://school.stnorbert.org/


Have ideas for our 

next newsletter? 

Contact 

Angela Rufo at: 

Angela.rufo1@gmail.com 

For more information, contact: 
Kevin Kelly:  Kkelly@foundationfce.org 

484-477-6454 
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The Council works in conjunction with The Foundation for Catholic Education to offer the best 

education possible in our Chester County Catholic schools.  

Did You Know? 

 Enrollment has increased for the 3rd 
straight year in our Chester County 
Catholic schools 

 Saints Philip and James School has been 
named a 2023 National Blue Ribbon 
School by the U.S. Department of        
Education 

 St. Maximilian Kolbe in West Chester 
has a new principal:                              
Welcome Miss Erin Shope! 

Bishop Shanahan Junior Honor Society 

The Chester County Advisory Council would like to give a warm welcome to our new-

est member, Sister Carol Anne Couchara, IHM. She is presently the Dissertation Sup-

port Manager in Immaculata’s College of Graduate Studies and the Director of the EDD 

(K-12) program. Formerly she was Chairperson of the Education Division. Sister Carol 

Anne has been a member of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for 

fifty years. Sister is very familiar with Boards. Her experience includes an Advisory 

Board Member of St. Patrick School (2012-2015), Villa Maria Academy (2016-2022), and 

the Board of Limited Jurisdiction of St. Agnes (2022-present). The CCAC looks forward 

to working with Sister Carol Anne.  

It was an exciting evening on Wednesday, October 4. The Monsignor Schuyler Chapter of the National Honor Society inducted its newest members at a 

formal ceremony in the Bishop Shanahan High School Auditorium.  BSHS continued its tradition of inducting one seventh and one eighth-grade student 

from each of the local Archdiocese of Philadelphia Catholic elementary schools. Parents, principals, and teachers were in attendance to celebrate with the 

new inductees. 

Each of these students met the four criteria that are used to help determine whether students should be inducted into the Monsignor Schuyler Chapter: 

leadership, scholarship, character, and service.  Congratulations to all new members of the Monsignor Schuyler Chapter of the National Honor Society. 

Holy Family  Elizabeth L., 7th Grade and Molly M., 8th Grade   Saint Agnes  Charlette M., 7th grade and Molly L., 8th grade 

Saint Elizabeth  Royce M., 7th grade and Joseph H., 8th grade  Saint Joseph  Charlie Ann S., 7th grade and Savannah B., 8th grade 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe  Grace M., 7th grade and Nicole V., 8th grade  Saint Norbert  Elizabeth L., 7th grade and Joseph S., 8th grade 

Saint Patrick  Kieran P., 7th grade and Suzie S., 8th grade   Saints Peter and Paul  Lionel P., 7th grade and Kimora F., 8th grade 

Saints Philip and James  Benjamin H., 7th grade and John S., 8th grade Saints Simon and Jude  Teresa D., 7th grade and Liam D., 8th grade 


